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young people in human rights education



Where are we?
Please use the chat box to indicate from which city and 

country you are joining this webinar.



Definition

(UN Declaration on 
Human Rights 
Education and 
Training, 2011)

HRET comprises all educational, training, information, 
awareness-raising and learning activities

aimed at promoting universal respect for and observance 
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms

and thus contributing to, inter alia, the prevention of 
human rights violations and abuses

by providing persons with knowledge, skills and 
understanding and developing their attitudes and 
behaviors, to empower them to contribute to the 
building and promotion of a universal culture of human 
rights (Article 2, para 1).



Definition

Human rights education and training encompasses: 

a) Education about human rights, which includes 
providing knowledge and understanding of human 
rights norms and principles, the values that underpin 
them and the mechanisms for their protection; 

(b) Education through human rights, which includes 
learning and teaching in a way that respects the rights 
of both educators and learners; 

(c) Education for human rights, which includes 
empowering persons to enjoy and exercise their rights 
and to respect and uphold the rights of others. (United 
Nations General Assembly 2011, Article 2) 



World Programme for Human Rights Education

Phase 1: The schooling system

Phase 2: University level and 
professional trainings institutions, 
teachers, law enforcement officials 
and civil servants



What are 
some human 
rights issues 
in schools?

?

(type your response in the chat box)



What are 
some human 
rights issues 
in schools?

• Immigration, newcomers and refugees

• Violence 

• Lack of opportunities for participation of 
teachers and students in decision making 
processes

• Discipline policies and use of corporal 
punishment

• Free speech vs. hate speech

• Black Lives Matter



Opportunities 
to discuss 

human rights 
links with 

REAL 
problems

Samuel Paty’s murder for showing a 
cartoon of the Prophet Mohammed

Freedom of speech versus offending some 
people’s belief systems

"The Netherlands stands firmly behind 
teachers and the constitutional freedom of 
expression," the Education Ministers Ingrid 
van Engelshoven and Arie Slob wrote in a 
letter to the education sector. 

"Teachers must be able to do their job in 
freedom and security so that our children 
and young people can develop into 
independent citizens who can live together 
in a country characterized by freedom, 
equality and solidarity." (Volkskrant, 2 Nov 2020)



The Pandemic – Global 
Education Emergency

• At the height of Covid-19,” 192 
countries shuttered schools, leaving 
1.6 billion students without in-
person learning, said Henrietta Fore, 
executive director of the United 
Nations Children’s Fund.

• “At least 24 million children are 
projected to drop out of school due 
to Covid-19,” she added. (Sept. 15, 
2020, CNBC)



The Pandemic How can we use this crisis to introduce a 
human rights perspective?

How can we support young people 
experiencing different forms of lockdown, 
disruptions and stress within their families?





Background

The main aim of this curriculum is to support junior and secondary school 
students in applying a human rights lens in analyzing and acting upon shared 
experiences during this pandemic period. 

The curriculum was developed in the past months to encourage middle and high 
school students to investigate the pandemic through a human rights lens. 

Students also connect with their peers around the world who are facing 
challenges, enabling students to recognize the similarities and unique situations 
with their peers who may look and dress differently them.
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Some 
reflections on 
HRE during the 
pandemic

Both teachers and students need support

Student voices need to be heard

Multimedia can assist

Online learning is an opportunity to make 
connections across time and space

HRE should be relevant to everyday life and a 
meaningful experience



Felisa Tibbitts   f.l.tibbitts@uu.nl Location of curriculum: generationhumanrights.org


