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Advocacy for the implementation of the

Istanbul Convention in our municipality

Project information

Structure De Bilt - Bilthoven

Contact Wanda Peters

wandamathilde@gmail.com

Project title Advocacy for the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in our

municipality

Project start date 01/10/2025

Project location Netherlands

Programme objectives

Violence against women and children

The story of your project

Please summarise your project in some sentences:

Lobbying with our local authorities for complete implementation of the Istanbul Convention.

Why did your club / union choose to do this project?

Our Union called on all the clubs to stand up and raise attention for the Istanbul Convention in our municipalities.

GREVIO reports show that the Netherlands does not yet do enough to ensure implementation of the Convention. The

Convention describes what is necessary for women to be safe. This also applies to our municipality. We hope to raise

awareness with the local authorities so that they may create and implement policies to improve the safety of women,

combat violence against women, and combat domestic violence.

How did you implement this project? What concrete actions did you take to tackle the issue you mentioned in

the previous question?



1. Prior to the local elections in March 2026 at the municipal level, we sent a letter (October 2025) to all the political

parties in our municipality asking them to include the intention to implement the Istanbul Convention in their party

program.

2. On February 27, 2026 a club member spoke at a non-political meeting organised by one of the political parties, on the

subject of women's safety. She spoke about the Istanbul Convention and what it means for municipalities.

3. We were invited to speak about the Istanbul Convention on March 5, 2026 at a gathering of municipal stakeholders

around poverty and social and financial security. The alderman responsible for implementation of the Istanbul

Convention in our municipality was present at this meeting. We have agreed to enter into discussion with him as soon as

possible.

4. Directly after the elections in March 2026, we sent another letter to all the political parties imploring them to ensure

that implementation of the Istanbul Convention would be included in the coalition agreement that will govern municipal

policy for the next four years.

Did you encounter any problems in organising or running your project?

No.

How did you solve this problem? What did your club/union learn form solving these problems that you would

like to share with others Soroptimists who might find themselves in the same situation?

-

Did the members of your club/union consider this project a success?

The project is ongoing but for now we are happy with the results and the willingness of our municipality to enter into talks

with us about implementation of the Istanbul Convention.

Project results

Our project's main target were:

Boys

Girls

Men

Women

Budget - Global project estimate?

0 €

How many people benefited from your project in total?

10’000

Our municipality has 43.673 inhabitants. Statistics imply that 50% of women suffer from some form of violence against

women and one third of all children in schools are subjected to domestic violence. I have entered an estimate of 10,000

people here as beneficiaries of more awareness around these issues.

How much money did you raise?

0 €

This is not a fund-raising project but an advocacy project.

How many hours have you spent to achieve this project?

30



Useful links

Images

Supporting material

• Project web page Advocacy for the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in our municipality

https://www.soroptimist.nl/de-bilt-bilthoven/projects-local/soroptimisten-voor-het-verdrag-van-istanbul/





